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Spiritual Meditation; 
Earneſtly Recommended 
To the Peruſal of all thoſe who defire to have their 
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Hearts much with G O D. 
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#3 The following were not wrote in order to be - 
| ed; but by the united Requeſt of ſeveral Friends of the 
Author is prevailed on to make them Public; and 
begs that the Bleſſing of the LORD may attend 


them: notwithſtanding the Woke and a 
neſs of the Parſon who wrote them. 
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| To the READER. 


7 HE Signs in Town and Country are here endeauoured o 
be ſþ 


. ui ualixed, with an intent, that when a Perſon walks 
along"the Streets, inſtead of having their Mind filled with Vanity, 
and their thowghts amuſed with the triflidg things that continu- 
ally preſent themſelves, they may be alle to think of ſomething 


Pofetatle, and that will tend to draw the Heart from Earth o 
Heaven, even the common Signs at the Peoples doors, {if duly - 


cen ſide ig) hold forth a large field for meditation; and we ſhould 
always endeavour to be ſpiritual minded. and pray io the Loxp 
{ly every thing) to draw us nearer to himſelf : May he be pleaſed 
to wake the following Lines yſeful to ſome precious Souls. 
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THE ſign of the Sm, ſheuld put us in mind of the 


Suu of Righteouſneſe, even of that dear Lord Jeſus, 


who is tranſcedantly more glorious than the Sun ſhining 
in its meridian brightneis, The Moon, which is continu- 
ally waxing and waving, and never long the ſame, ſhews 
the inconſtancy and changing ſtate of things here below. 


The ſign of the Star, ſhould make us think of that Star 


that pointed out the Place where our blefſed Saviour lay, 
and alſo the Day-ſtar ariſing in our Hearts. When it is 
the fign of the Seven urs, which is called a conſtellation, 
let ns think of the conſtellation of Graces that ſhine in the 


Perſon of the Redeemer ; Seven is alſo the emblem of per- 
feeclion, and in Chriſt Jeſus there is all perfection. From 


the Lion, one may think of a Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
who prevailed to open the Book and to looſe the Seals; a 


Lion is poſſeſs'd of great ſtrength, and ſo is Chriſt; for tho 


the Gates of Heaven where ſhut, and faſt bar d againſt ſin- 
ners, yet He, by his almighty ſtrength, opened the gates, 
that the Righteous Nation (madeſſo by him) might enter 
in; and he has removed all the Bars, every obflacle out 
of the way. From the ſigu of the Lion, one may always 
think of Satan, that great adverſary of our Souls, who 
goes about as a-roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may de- 
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vour. The amb holds forth the Lamb that was flain ; . | 


he who died for — Mcek Lamb of God that was 
Dumb before his murderers, as a Shecp before his ſhear»: 
ers is dumb. Here is a Pattern for us, for as wandering, 
Sheep, who were the couſe of all his ſufferings: O may; 
we follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth. An Angel denotes. 
the Angel of the everlaſting Covenant, this Angel of the 
Lord, us'd in the old Teflament Times to appear ùnto 
Men, but afterwards he was more fully revealed, and was 


manifeſted in the fleſh, and in a little while he will Hand 


and fwear that there ſhall be time no longer, The ſign of the 


| Croſs ſhould make us remember what our dear Lotd ſufler- 


ed for us, and may we never glory but in the croſs of 
Chriſt and let us take up our Croſs daily and follow him. 
A Crown, is an emblem of that crown of Glory, which 


in a little time ſhall be placed on the head of every. 


ſincere follower of Chriſt; and alſo of the crown of thorns 
that pierc'd the bleſſed Redeemer's head. The ſign of the 
Bible, ſhould make us think of that Book of God, and 


and meditate upon che Divinity and excellency of it. Ihe. 


Olive Branch is an emblem of Peace, and in the time of 


the Flood it as to ſhew the waters were abated; and by, 
the coming of Chriſt into the World, the wrath of God 
towards ſinners is ſo abated; that every one that mes 


thro' him ſhall be ſaved. The fign of Adam and Eve, is 
a fad ſign of our fall; O! When we ſee that, may We 


think on the dreadful diflance we are from God, by Na» 
ture, and continue fo, till brought nigh by the blood: of 
Chrift. O thou Adam! what haſt chou done? how doſt 
thou plunge thy unborn Poſterity into miſery? And we 
are ſo wretchedly polluted, as by our at. ons to approve 
what thou haſt done. A Trumpet may put us in mind 
ot the founding of the laſt Trumpet, which ſhall awake 


the dead and they ſhall come forth, aud ſtand before they 
Judge, ſome ſhall be doom'd to ſhame aud everlaſting con- 


tempt, but others ſhall ſhine'as the Stars for ever and ever. 
A Hart, may make us think of thoſe: two texts of Scrip- 
ture, one in Pfalms, As the Hart pantceth' aſter Water 
Brooks, fo panteth my Soul for thee, O God ; 'and the 


order is in Solomon's.Song. Make hafl my beloved, and 


149 . 
be thou thon like to a 3 or to a young Hart, up- | w 
on the mountains of Spices ; both theſe denote an earneſt | a1 
longing of Soul after the Lord, and muy we follow hard 
after God. A Cock ſhould put us in mind of the fall of 
a gieat Saint, who thought he ſtood ſtrong, and that his 
faith never could have failed him, ſo as to deny his Lord; 
Bit let him that thinketh he ſtandeth take heed leſt he fall. 
The ſign of the Dove, ſhould make us think of this text, 
Be ye harmleſs as Doves, and it hold ſeveral of the Chriſ- 
tian ornaments; 'tis innocent, pure, and undefiled, quite 
harmleſs in its nature, and an emblem of conſtancy; and 
theſe things we are to ſtrive after. When the holy Spirit 
deſcended upon Chriſt in a bodily ſhape, he choſe that of 
a Dove. An Eagle is a bird that ſoars on high: And O 
that believers were to have their hearts more aſpiring up- 
wards, and more fix d on Heaven, the Eagle can gaze 
upon the Sun, when ſhining in all its ſplendor, and may 
we by faith be continually gazing upon the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, in all its glory and Beauty, and mount up on 
wings as Eagles. The ſign of the Anchor, is applicable | h 
to faith, that anchor of the Soul that is both ſure & Ned- 
faſt, and entereth into that within the Veil, even takes 
hold on Chriſt, and firmly faſtens the Soul to him. A 
Dog may put one in mind of the great faith of the Syro- 
phenetian Woman, and alſo of her humility; the did 
not ſeem angry, tho' Chriſt as it were called her a Dog, 
but went on egrueſtly perſiſting in her requelt ; let us go 
and do likewiie, and whatſoever diſcouragements we ma 
meet with on Religion, ſtiil importunately go on. 4 
Raven is an emblem of a natural Man, living upon the 
carrion of his fins. The ſign of the Fox may make one 
think of Chriſt's Words, when he ſaid, The Foxes have 
holes, and the Birds of the Air have neſts, but the Son 
of Man hath not where to lay his Head; tis fad to think 
of the ſubtile Fox ſhould have better accomodations tuan 
he in whom there is no guile. A Ship which flies ſwifily 
before the wind, ſhews how ſwift our Lives paſs away; 
| they are indeed like the {ivift ſhips. A Key may be ap- 
Plied to the Key of David, mentioned in Revelations, 
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which Chriſt had ; and when he opens, no mak can ſhur, 
and when he ſhuts, no man can open. Alſo it may put 
one in mind of the Key of the bottomleſs-pit. A Camel 


was mentioned in Scripture, to ſhew how hard it was for 


a rich man to enter into the Kirgdom of Heaven; th 
that have not this ſnare, ought to praiſe the Lord for it, 


and they that have ſhould pray that their riches may not 


be for the hurt of their Souls. The ſign of the Tree may 
put us in mind of three things: Firſt, Of that tree on 
which the forbidden Fruit grew, the taſting of which 
brought on all our woe Second, Of Believers: who 
are T. rees of Righteouſneſs, and are like a tree planted 
by the Rivers of water, that brings forth fruit in due ſea- 
ſon; and, Thirdly, Of the tree of Lite, which is in the 
midſt of the Paradife of God, whoſe leaver are for the 
healing of Nations; for the healing every ſin-difordered 
Soul, who by faith plucks a leaf, and applies it to'the 


Wounds made by fin. From tlie fign of the Graſshopper 


one may think of the helpleſſneſs of old age, and 
how burdenſome the trifling thing is to worn out na- 
ture. In the 12th of Eccichaſtes where old age is deſcrib- 
ed, it is mentioned, that the Graſshopper ſhall be a bur- 
den, and it is ſo ? O then, how unfit a time it muſt be, 
for any great and important work. Solomon might well 


exhort people, to remember their Creator in the days of 


their youth, while the evil days come not, The Graſſ- 
hopper may alſo put us in mind, how litile, how inſig- 

nificant we are in the ſight of God. IHaiah faith, The 

inhabitants of the Earth are as G. aſshoppers. The Gen 
of the Naked Boy, ſhews how deſtitute of of every-good 
we came into the world ; we came in a wanting couditi- 
on, both as to Temporals and Spirituals; the wants 
of the former kind, our friends can generally ſupply, but 


thoſe of the latter none but God. The ſign of the Black 


is an emblem of the dreadful blackneſs and deformity of 
the Soul, and how much of the nature of 'the Devil we 


have, and nothing'can make ns white but the blood of Je- 
ſus: and waſtil d in that tho black as hell before, we ſhall 


become pure md * A Horſe has great OA and 


= "> mme N - —_ —— - - b wil g x 
—— 2 —— „* .. - X' «], , r.. — - — 


& 3 


yet that is a ain thing to fave a Man, and whatever we 
Put our truſt in ſhort of God, (in an aluſion to Reyelati- 
ons the 6th) the white Horſe, with the Son of God, go- 


ing forth conquering and to conquer, will affright us; 


che red Horſe of his power will appear before us with a 
Sword to take away our Peace; the black Horſe of hrs 
Juſtice with the balances that terrify us, becauſe when we 
are weighed in the balance we ſhall be found wanting, and 
at laſt the pale Horſe, with his rider Death, will come 
and fetch us away ; and Hell follows cloſe aſter to take 
in all thofe that have not made the Lord their fear, nor 
him their truſt. The Roſe, denotes that roſe of Sharon, 
the bleſt Immanuel, is that Flower ſweet? ſo is he; and 


every believer, in ſome meaſure, experiences his ſweetneſs 


and fragrancy - is that beautiful? ſo is he! Yes, as Dr, 
Watts ſays, 3+ RS 

The faireſt of ten thouſand fairs, 

A Sun among ten thouſand Stars. 


And may every Chriſtian be able to ſay with an ap- 


Probation ; This is my beloved, and this is my friend. 
A Fountain ſhould put us in mind of our fins, and of the 
ever bleſſed Jeſus : Firſt, Of Sin, which has kept flowing 
from the firſt time it entered into the world, and ever will 
till Time ſhall be no longer; yes, and to all Eternity it 
will continue to run, ſor the damned in Hell will never 
ceaſe from fin; , we hear they knawed their Tongues for 
pain, and blaſphemed the God of Heaven; Sin is a cor- 
zupt Fountain, the pollution runs into the yeins of every 
Son and Daughter of fallen Adam O how filthy, how 
abominable, how loathſome does it make us in the Eyes 


of a Holy God. But, Secondly. bleſſed be the Lord for 


ever and ever, there is another Fountain of a very different 


kind, a Fountain ſet open for Sin, and for 5 3 


a Fountain to waſh in, and to cleanſe our guilty Souls; a 
Fountain always open, continually running, ever flowing, 
This Fountain is the precious blood of Jeſus; here is com- 


fort for a fin-fick Soul, this is the Balm of Gilead: Jeſus 


is the Fountain, he is the only Saviour; the Leproſy of 


Naaman was to be cured by waſbing ſeven times in Jor- 
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dan, ſo the leproſy of fin is to be cured by waſhing con- 
tinually in the Fountain of Chriſt's Blood; by waſhing 
in Jordan, Naaman's. Fleſh came again as the Fleſh' of a 
young Child; and with waſhing in this Fountain, our 
Souls will be regenerated and new born. This Fountain 
flows forth in many ſtreams, and theſe revive the weary 
travellers in their way to Canaan ; Water is of a cooli 

refreſhing nature, and ſo is Chriſt, he has quenched the 
flames of Hell, ſo that they cannot poſſibly kindle upon 
any one redeemed Soul, O what would thoſe wretched 
Souls give that are gone out of the World unpardoned, 
with all their fins lying upon them? what would they not 
be glad to give, were it in their power, but for one drop 
ef water to cool their flaming tongues, and yet that ſmall 
alleviation to their miſery they cannot obtain ; but-thoſe 


purchaſed by the blood of Chriſt can ſay, 


O what hath Jeſus bought for me ? 
F Before my raviſh'd Eyes, 
| Rivers of Life divine I See, 
And ſtreams of Paradiſe. 

There is no want of any thing to the Lord's People for 
he is ever doing for us; this ſhould endear him to our 
hearts, we ought.to prize him above all things, and make 
it our ſtudy to pleaſe and ſerve him. The ſign of the Bull 
may make us think ot the ftubborn nature of finners, and 
how hard they are to be brought into, ſubjection to the 
will of God ; they are like to a Bullock unaccuſtomed to 
the Yoke, and like a wild Bull in a net, ſo furious and 
impatient of controul. The ſign of the Vine ſhould - 
put in mind of Chriſt, he expreſsly fays, I am the-Vine. 
Now let us conſider, are we the branches, may every one 
who reads the words, put the queſtion home to themſelves, 
am I a branch? It is a thing of infinite importance; if we 
have not a true and living union with Chriſt, we ſhall 
certainly Periſh, if upon diligent: ſearch we have 

gronud to conclude that we are a branch of the true Vine, 
then let us take heed that we bear much. fruit, to the glo- 
ry of God, and be daily living upon. aur dear Saviour, 


and receiving uomiſhment and ſupphes of grace from him, 


| \ The Wheat Sheaf is alſo an emblem of Chriſt, does Wheat 
| become bread ? ſo does Jeſus ! he took our nature upon 
him; for us became fleſh, and is the bread of Life to nou- 
riſh our immartal Souls, each hungry Soul will cry, Lord 
\ evermore give me this bread; this is life giving bread ; 
| Chriſt's Fleſh is Meat indeed, and that Fleſh he gave for 
' the life of his redeemed ones; theſe two are the ſacramen- 
tal Signs by which we are to remember our ſuffering Sa- 
viour. O may we eat of that bread, and drink of that 
cup by faith, till we are called to ſee Jeſus face to face, 
and to drink of the fruit of the Vine. new in our Fether s 
Kingdam. To cloſe all, from the ſign of the Coffin 
B let us think of the end of all things here below; ſoon 
{ Time with us ſhall be no more, the end of all things is 
; at hand ; Death entered into the world by fin, and has 
Paſt upon all that ever came into the World; two only ex- 
cepted, tis the gate to immortallity, even Chriſt hunſelf, 
went thro that gate; we can none of us be exempted 
from it, let us not be uneaſy at the thoughts of it, hut 
let our main concern be, whether we are prepared for it, 
by being waſhed in the Blood of Chriſt, clothed in his 
righteouſneſs, and ſanctified by the holy Spirit: if ſo, ' 
Death will be only like a kind meſſenger, come to fetch 
us away to Glory; in this Glaſs we may behold the vani- 
A ty of all things here below, they are all fading and dying 
i away, therefore let us live as hangers and Pilgrims here 
on Earth, we are only Exiles here: and in Iſaiah li. 14. 
tis ſaid, The captive Exile haſteneth that he may be 
. looſed, and may that be the deſire of every renewed Gout: 
* and then they will be able with the writer of this, to hope 
; for everlaſting life. ©. >... 
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